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GREAT MAN. 


this to be the time. You, Sir, have dete 
mined otherwiſe. You have excluded fome 
of _ſervitg 


into 
| 4 


You receive the commonwealth enfece- 
bled, diſtreſſed, diſhonoured by a long train 
of political errors. It were meer decla- 
mation. to repeat them. Perhaps we al- 
ready 
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love of gory, 
| and the ſplendor of giving. To thus pat- 

ton he equally dacrisced his private for- 
B tune, 


mr rr 


610 

tune, and the treaſures of the public. He 
was fruitful in expedients, becauſe his po- 
litics were the hurry of his imagination, 
not the ſyſtem of his underſtanding. Con- 
ſcious of his own weakneſs, he purchaſed 


fon, yet refuſed in his diſtreſſes to be guided 


timid ; he was irreſolute, tho preciputate. 


MA. that of 

has left you a ſuperior to our 
cn army ſufficient to repel 
and avenge an ignominious invaſion at 
effectual ſuccour. That you join- 
ing with him in the late revolution of our 
all other, your own perſonal reaſons, you 
had the experience of a gentleman, who 
had made an unſucceſsful trial of his G=5 


indebted for 1 r 
moderation. In a wiſe and honeſt comic- 


tion of icious effects of faction and 
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of the nation have been lan 


(177) 

frequent prorogations, when every hour is 
of r An angry conteſt hath 
2s if with deſign to revive a dying 

ity. For ſurely, Sir, however honour- 
ihe and frugal, however popular ſome 
months ago, the reſolution of ſending them 
away, you cannot in earneſt think it expe- 
dent at preſent, when we muſt neceſlarily 
ſend fo large a body of our national troops 
to America. If the Hethans are imagined 
2 faithleſs or uſeleſs ally, why loſe a mo- 
ment in diſmiſſing them? Why part with 
them at ſuch a juncture, if we can rely 
upon their aſſiſtance? 


If theſe i theſe delays have 
been occaſioned by your ill ſtate of health, 
we fincerely condole with you and with the 
public. Yet can we behold without ſhame 
and indignation, the councils of this great 
nation waiting upon the health or fickneſs 
bf any one man? 2 greatly 
capable of f_rving, tho not of governing 
your country, or making it precarioufly 
depend on your health or pleaſure. Yet, 
what is there in the abilities of Mr. P 
to promiſe, which another tleman 
could not have executed? Unhappy, moſt 
unhappy this nation, if its glory, or its wel- 

8 a 


fare 


ouſneſs 

able, and, as it ſeems to many, a neceſ- 
fary affiſtance : that there is a wildneſs of 
tpirit in ambition, fond of projects hazar- 
dous, and vaſt, and above all human pow- 
er to execute: 236 


(19) 
facceſs in ſuch projects, if 
d be almoſt as formidable to con- 


y promiſed it ſhall deſcend 
to = in its defence, whether 
the ſecret betrayer, or the open 


Let me beg, Sir, one moment's indul- 
gence more, to aſſure you, if ever the 


name, he will be more 3 
perſonal rudeneſs, if it ſhould efcape his 
C 2 aꝛten- 


(20) 

attention, than you can be offended at it. 
Your private reputation he will ever eſieem 
facred ; your political you yourſelf haye 
ven to the public. He readily acknow. 
ledge your er above being treated 
1 The ſubjeR, up- 
ich he preſumes to write, diſclaims 
all attempts at that vivacity, uſually called 
wit, and furely our preſent national cir- 
ſtances are ill-ſuited to pleaſantry. If - 
however, he ſhould not pay you that re. 
ſpect, which is due w your ſtation, it i; 
becauſe he thinks, you have aſſumed it k. 
regularly, nor can he al ow, that genius, 
parts, and abilities, even great as yours, 
are truly praiſe-worthy, until he ſces them 
exerted in ſupporting his MAJESTY; 
crown and dignity ; in promoting the wel- 
fare of his e; above all in 
and, if ble, in improving the CON- 

STITUTION. 


I am, Sir, Ec. 
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(24) 

willingly call deſpotiſm government, 4. 
though it be honoured by Monteſquiey 
with that name. Abſolute and uncondi. 
tional obedience is flavery ; to demand 
or compel to that obedience is 
There can be no fyſtem (which our fi 
ideas of government ſuppoſe) where vil 
and pleaſure, ever variable and precarious 
_—__ fole direction of our actions. 


From ſuch an inquiry we ſhould be 
able to pronounce, whether theſe forms 


of polity were founded in pure, political 


wiſdom, or upon the influences of <> 


mate, the natural fpirit, and original cu 
toms of different nations: whether ther - 


diſſolution proceeded from principles of 
ruin inherent in their firft formation; 
whether from time and extraordinary con- 
currence of circumſtances, from errors in 
adminiftration, or lĩicentiouſneſs in the fub- 
jet. We ſhould then be fatished, upon 
what reaſons Tacitus, who alone of all 
the ancients had fagacity to foreſee the 
poſſibility of our preſent conſtitution, pro- 
nounced it incapable of any long dur 
tion. 


Thus far even curofit; migit lead us, 
and not vithout fufficient 7 
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t out the faults of all other 


with an intention of 
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( 26 ) 
mcre liable to diſſolution. Impoſible other. 
wiſe to account for Solon's being him- 
cracy, which he fancied he had formed 
dzmonian commonwealth, after having pre. 
ſerved itſelf above fix hundred years, the 
laſt, that ſubmitted to the Romans? whence 


» BY 4 gift of God, 
ble by cur weakneſs, our folly, 
our wickedneſs. But inſtead of wan- 
ring into idle and puerile deſcriptions 
this envy 


of the nations round us, its 
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throned their kin That wiſe and able 
monarch threw a balance of proper- 
ty, and conſequently of power, into the 
hands of the commons, who from thence 
became, by their repreſentatives, the pre. 
ſervers of the conſtitution. But they alſo 

the ſacred truſt 


Fe 
0 
fie! 


- 
| 


1 
| 
g 


hol 


4 


1 # 
8 F 


and a zeal for God's truth in all his 
fions. But let us remember, that he put 
the ſhackles and manicles of upon 
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Europe, was in its circum- 


the very fame nature would probably have 
| happened ſome few years 
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others ts us of greateſt importance, is vrt. 
ten with a ſpirit and dignity, befitting the 
name of hiftory. This paper would only 
endeavour to prove, that it naturally pro. 
ceeded from ſome original error in our con- 
ſtitution, vhich ſtill ſubſiſting, may again 
produce the ſame direful effects. But, if 
ever ſuch ruin ſhould again befall us, fure- 
ly the reflection, that a moderate 

of attention could have foreſeen, and of re- 
» ſolution could have prevented it, will add 
affliction even to the miſeries of ſuch 2 
calamity. 


Here let me requeſt and expect the car- 


But if this orator ariſes in a period of 
national diſtreſs and calamity, of 
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( 33 ) _ 
our people to 
keve, and be enſlaved. 


the 
the 


of h from the 
world, I _— 
impious attempts to en- 
mankind, ſucceeding rather by trea- 
chery, than force. But let us endeavour 
i imperfect ſketch of this 
we are able to trace it in 
this paper, through the 
republics of Greece and Rome. In 
Athens, the orators, who received pen- 
fions from the commonwealth for defend- 
ing her intereſts againſt foreign ftates, and 
for being watchful over her domeſtic free- 
dom, at firſt endeavoured to enflave her 
themſelves by turbulent, ſeditious factions, 
and then fold her to Philip. The Ephori 
of Sparta, originally choſen as repreſenta- 
tives of the people to aſſert their natural 
nights, depoſed, impriſoned, murdered 
their kings. The Roman tribunes, eſta- 
bliſhed to preferve the Plebeians from the 
oppreſſions of the ſenators, foon aſſumed 
the whole power of the republic ; made 
themſelves maſters of all public dclibera- 
tions ; inſulted the fenate, and even dared 
E to 


Never was any civil war; 
any ſedition raiſed ; any revolution 


* The fiſt diſſention between the Patricians and 
Plcbeians, that ever was ſtained with the blood of a Ro- 
man citizen was raiſcd by Tiberius Gracchus. This 
Tribune had an infinuating, perſuaſive, affecting elo- 
quence. He lamented with a pathetic tenderneſs the 


perſonal interefis, and under a zeal for thoſe of his fi- 
Jow-citizens diſguiſed an inſatiable and boundleſs ambi- 
tion. The violent death, by which he fell, was un- 
doubtedly illegal; but it was abſolutely neceffary for 
— — — — 5 
His brother Caius purſued the ſame pernicious plan of 
popularity, but with greater | 
was more ehement, more adorned with figures, | 
animated with perſonal invectives. He _— — 
republic with an ab lute, deſpotic power. 
uſurped the whole adminiſtration, either immediately 
by himſelf, or by his relations, his creatures and de- 
pendants. He was conſtantly ſurrounded by foreign 
ambaſſadors, magiſtrates and ſoldiers. If he had nt 
been taken off in the fame manner, as his brother Li- 
berius, Rome had never known another hour of l- 


berty. 
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